WITHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  the  year 


1963 


together  with  the 

REPORT  OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Details  of  tho  inspections 
Urban  District  under  tho  Factories  Acts 


made  during  the  year  of  prenisos 
are  given  in  tho  Table  below 8  - 


in  the 


FACTORIES  ACTS ,  1937-195 


Q 


1. 


INSPECTION  for  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health 
by  Public  Health  Inspectors), 


(including  inspections  made 


Number 

| 

—  -  -  -  -  -  — 

Number 

of 

on 

Written 

Occupiers 

Register . 

Inspections. 

Notices. 

Prosecuted 

(i) 

(ii) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2, 3,4  &  6  arc  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  local  authorities 
Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en- 

2 

4 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1 

( iii) 

forced  by  local  authority. 
Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  tho 

50. 

101* 

4. 

Nil. 

local  authority  (excluding 
outworkers ) 

4. 

2. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

56. 

107. 

4. 

Nil. 

'2,  CASES  in  which  DEFECTS  wore  founds 


Number  of  case 
defects  were  f 

s  in  which 
ound 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Ref orrod 

•which  pro 

Found. 

Remedied, 

to  by 

H.M.  Inspector, 

socutions 

instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

_  _ 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

“ 

— 

—  — 

— 

U nreas  0  nab 1 e  Tempo  rat  ur e  ( S . 3 ) 

— 

_  _ 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

_  _ 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

- 

—  — 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S*7)~ 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

—  _ 

— 

|  (b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

1. 

— 

.Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
'including  offences  relating  to 

•Outworkers 

2 

1 

—  — 

— 

! 

'  TOTALS 

5 

4 

1 

— 

Complaints  were  received  of  dust  and  offensive  smells  from  a  factory 
that  produces  animal  food  meals.  Tho  dust  nuisance  was  overcome  but  to  eliminate 
the  smells  proved  more  difficult,  Y/ith  the  full  co-opor.ation  of  the  Company, 
experiments  were  made  to  screen  the  offensive  fumes  and  to  mask  any  residual 
smells  with  a  deodorant*  Some  success  was  achieved  but  the  full  solution  had  not 
been  reached  by  tho  end  of  the  year. 
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SHOPS  ACTS. 

In  addition  to  tho  normal  duties  of  tho  local  authorities,  under 
the  Shops  Act,  1950,  the  Council  has  accepted  delegation  from  the  Essex  County 
Council  (the  major  Shops  Acts  authority)  of  powers  of  enforcement  of  sub-sections 
3,  4  and  5  of  Section  38* 


than 


Shops 


27  visits  were  paid  to  shops  during  the  year,  apart 
Act  administration.  The  following  matters  wore  dealt 


from  purposes  oti 
withs- 


Routine  inspections 
Structural  defects 
Hashing  facilities 
Sanitary  accomnodat ion 
Drainage 

Shop  reconditioning  and 
modernisation 
Redecoration 
Hew  Shops  equipped  to 
requirements 


27. 

A 

*+** 

4. 

2. 

3. 

3* 

2. 


3. 


MOVEABLE  DUELLINGS. 


The  Council’s  caravan  site,  for  12  trailer  caravans,  remained 
occupied  during  tho  year.  On  this  site  plots  are  lot  to  occupiers  at  reasonable 
rentals.  Hard  standing,  water  supply,  W.C,  accommodation,  drying  ground  and 
waste  disposal  facilities  are  provided.  The  site  is  lighted  at  night  during 
street  lighting  hours. 


Demand  for  plots  has  continued  and  tho  site  serves  a  useful  purpose. 
The  Council  has  to  consider  whether  it  should  be  kept  in  use  after  1962,  when 
tho  lease  of  tho  land  expires.  From  a  public  health  point  of  view  caravan  and 
camping  sites  present  problems  for  most  local  authorities,  but  they  are  an 
increasing  feature  of  tho  modern  community  and  their  hygienic  control  is  most 
easily  exercised  when  they  are  Council-owned. 


Tho  control  of  privately  owned  sites  is  administered  under  the 
Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960.  At  December,  1961,  site 
licences  wore  in  force  in  respect  of  4  sites  containing  6  caravans.  The  condition 


imposed  were  based  on  the  Ministry's  model  requirements. 


There  was  again  some  seasonal  influx  of  gypsy  type  vans  and  on  two 
sites  members  of  the  Showman’s  Guild  stationed  their  caravans  for  the  winter 
months.  These  gave  no  cause  fmr  complaint. 

There  are  no  tents  or  huts  in  use  for  habitation  in  tho  Urban 


District, 
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INSECT  PESTS 


Tho  following  cases  of  infestation  were  dealt  withs- 

Carpet  beetles  » 0 .  ... 

Ant  s  . . .  ... 

T-T 

V  V  cl  £>  S  o  C  fc  ♦  O  C 

Minor  infestations  are  dealt  with  by  tho  issue  of  insecticides  and 
advice  to  the  householders  concerned.  Difficult  cases  are  dealt  with  by  the 
department  on  a  rechargeable  basis. 


2. 

3. 

9. 


In  addition,  the  Council’s  refuse  tips  are  periodically  treated 
to  destroy  crickets  and  other  insects.  Insecticides  used  are  D.D.T.  (5 %) 
and  gammaxane ,  both  in  liquid  and  powder  form,  cyanide  preparations  and 
pyrethrun  compounds. 

Fumigation  of  local  mills  and  grain  stores  is  carried  out  with 
Hydrogen  Cyanide  by  approved  contractors  under  tho  provisions  of  tho  Hydrogen 
Cyanide  (Fumigation  of  Buildings)  Regulations,  1951* 


RQDEHT  CONTROL. 

Tho  Council  conducts  its  own  Rodent  Control  service,  employing 


a  specially  trained  part-time  operative 
with  the  pest  control  department  of  the 
Food  with  adjoining  local  authorities, 
follows s- 

Inspections  made 
Treatment  visits 
Infestations  founds 
Mice  s 

Rats s  Minor 
Major 

Bodies  recovereds 
Estimated  kills 


for  the  purpose.  Liaison  is  maintained 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Details  of  the  year’s  work  are  as 

80, 

1070. 

38. 

278. 

4* 

782. 

1138. 


A  free  domestic  treatment  service  has  been  in  operation  for  some 
years.  This  enables  prompt  action  to  bo  taken  to  deal  with  incipient 
infestations.  Commercial  and  industrial  infestations  are  dealt  with  on  a 
rechargeable  basis.  To  help  tho  Council’s  part-tiuce  operative  to  cope  with 
this  work,  the  services  of  the  Braintree/Hal stead/Wit ham  Joint  Committee* s 
operative  was  enlisted  towards  the  end  of  tho  year  to  deal  with  infestations 
in  the  villages  of  Silver  End  and  Rivonhall. 


Thirteen  contracts  wore  made  during  the  year  in  respect  of 
Agricultural  holdings  in  the  V/itham  Urban  District,  This  work  is  done  by  the 
Joint  Committee’s  operative,  this  Council  being  responsible  for  the  recovery 
of  the  monies  concerned. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


The  one  slaughterhouse  in  use  in  the  Urban  District  closed  down 
in  March  prior  to  the  hearing  of  the  proprietor’s  appeal  against  conviction 
by  the  Wit ham  Magistrates  Court  for  offences  under  the  Regulations.  The 
Appeal  was  disnissod  and  the  slaughterhouse  did  not  re-open.  A  subsequent 
application  by  the  proprietor  for  a  licence  was  refused  by  the  Council  on  the 
grounds  that  the  premises  did  not  comply  with  the  Regulations. 

As  none  of  the  meat  produced  at  the  slaughterhouse  had  been 
suppliod  to  local  butchers,  there  was  no  effect  on  the  district’s  requirements. 

Comparative  Slaughtering  Figures  1938-1961. 


1936.  1953.  1954.  1999.  1216.  1221.  1211  .1252*  i?£2-  12§. b 


Cattle 

Calves 


Sheep  and  Lambs 

Pigs 

Goats 


722.  2337.  1878.  1262.  1592.  1651.  1775,  2032.  3194,  7 64- 

135.  '  861 .  719.  987.  1705.  1761.  1585..  1470.  1816.  503* 

2438.  3704.  3625.  2875.  5629.  6153.  5657.12267.  5264.  447. 

2266.  3328.  6256,,  7372.  2991.  4744.  8537.10968.  7309.  1113. 

*"■'  1  a  1® 


5561. 10231 0 12479. 12496. 11917. 14309. 17554. 26737. 17583. 


Percentage 

inspected  100.  100.  8l.  42.6  51.4  54.6  59.I  44.  66.5  98.5 


Licensings  There  were  no  slaughterhouse  or  slaughtermen’s  licences  in 
operation  within  the  Urban  District  at  31/12/1961. 


/ 


The  following  Tabic  sets  out  the  particulars  of  the  animals 
slaughtered  and  of  inspection  and  condemnations- 


Cattle 

excludin 

cm 

0 

0 

CQ 

Sheep 

Cows  & 

and 

and 

Bulls. 

Bulls. 

Calves. 

Lambs. 

Pigs.. 

Total. 

j  Number  killed 

466 

298 

503 

447 

1113 

2827 

Number  inspected 

46O 

...  258  . 

. .  496 

447 

1085 

2786 

! 

All  Disease  except  Tuberculosis 

and  Cysticercis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

1 

1 

1 

Nil 

3 

Weight  in  lbs.  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

Nil 

520 

45 

41 

Nil 

606 

organ  was  condemned 

64 

50 

1 

89 

33 

237 

Weight  in  lbs.  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 

1173 

1031 

4 

290 

91 

2594 

inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis  or 
Cysticerci 

13.9 

17.1 

0.2 

20.1 

3.0 

7.6 

Tuberculosis  only? 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 

Weight  in  lbs.  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

70 

70 

organ  was  condemned 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

22 

•  24 

Weight  in  lbs.  condemned 
Percentage  of  number  inspected 

38 

13 

Nil 

Nil 

293 

344 

affected  with  Tuberculosis 

0.2 

0.3 

Nil 

Nil 

2.1 

0.7 

Cysticeroosiss 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

by  refrigeration 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

No  horses  were  slaughtered  within  the  Urban  District  during  the 

year. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 


As  from  l/l/l96l,  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Regulations,  i960,  the  Essex  County  Council  became  the  licensing  authority 
for  dealers  in  specially  designated  milk  within  the  County.  The  local 
Council  remains  the  registering  authority  for  milk  distributors  and 
premises  (not  being  dairy  farms)  used  as  dairies. 

The  following  registrations  wore  in  force  at  3l/l/l96ls~ 

Tuberculin  Tested.  Pasteurised.  Sterilised. 

Dairies  (3)  3  32. 

Dealers  (5)  5  5  3* 

No  unsatisfactory  conditions  were  found  during  1961  and  samples 
of  milk  retailed  in  the  district  were  reported  by  the  laboratory  to  be 
satisfactory. 

ICE-CREAM. 


The  registration  of  manufacturers  and  vendors  and  their  premises 
is  effected  by  the  Urban  District  under  the  Essox  County  Council  Act,  1933 
■and  supervision  is  exercised  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  Ice-Cream  (Heat 
Treatment)  Regulations,  1947-59*  The  number  of  registrations  at  3l/l2/l96l 
was  3- 


Manufacturors  Nil. 

Vendors  only  43* 

Registered  Prcmisos  43* 

In  addition,  vendors  registered  in  other  areas  oporato  within 
the  Urban  District. 


Ice-Cream  is  sampled  periodically  to  ascertain  its  standard 
of  bacterial  purity.  18  such  samples  wore  taken  during  the  year  and  the 
results  were  as  follows 2- 


Bacteriologist 1 s 

description. 

Fruit 

Ices. 

,  Ministry  of  Health’ s 
Provisional  Grading. 

Total. 

I.  II.  III.  IV. 

Satisfactory 

17.  - 

17* 

Passable 

- 

—  —  —  — 

— 

Unsatisfactory 

— 

-  -  -  1 

1. 

Totals 

mm 

17  -  -  1 

18. 

_ _ _ _ _ 

POULTRY  INSPECTION . 

The  consumption  of  poultry  in  this  country  is  increasing  year 
by  year  and  the  importance  of  achieving  a  high  standard  of  hygiene  in 
poultry  packing  stations  must  bo  self-evident.  To  this  end,  frequent  visits 
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were  made  and  advioe  given  to  a  local  establishment •  Various  specimens  were 
examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratories,  It  must  bo  stated  that  it  was 
only  necessary  to  condemn  a  very  small  percentage  of  the  birds.  It  is 
felt  that  this  work  helped  the  management  to  produce  a  high  quality  bird 
and  protected  the  public  from  possible  disease. 


HYGIENE  CF  FOOL  PREPARATION  PREMISES. 


The  number  of  promises  where  food  is  prepared,  stored  or 
retailed,  is  as  followss- 


Restaurants  10. 
Factory  and  School  Canteens  11. 
Manufacturing  Butchers  7» 
Bakehouses  2, 
Fried  Fish  Shops  2. 
Retail  Butchers'  Shops  8. 
Other  Retail  Food  Shops  51* 
Retail  Wet  Fish  Shops  3* 
Licensed  Premises  and  Clubs  22. 
Egg  Packers  1. 
Fruit  Juice  Concentrates  1. 
Mai tings  1, 
Poultry  Packing  Stations  1. 


In  addition,  a  number  of  mobile  food  vans  tour  the  area. 

There  is  no  food  market  in  W it ham. 

All  are  subject  to  inspection,  185  visits  having  been  made 
during  the  yoar.  The  Council  has  adopted  Byelaws  for  Food  Handling  and 
Distribution  and  the  Public  Health  Department  maintains  contact  with  all 
food  handlers  on  matters  of  food  hygiene.  Difficulty  in  maintaining  good 
hygiene  at  two  cafes  catering  forsummer  coach  and  other  through  traffic 
was  again  experienced.  Warnings  wore  issued  to  both  proprietors  and  some 
improvement  was  noted  at  both  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Relations  with  the 
trade  have  been  good  and  conditions  can  be  regarded  as  generally 
satisfactory. 


The  Table  below  shows  defects  and  other  conditions  required 
to  be  remedied  during  the  years- 

Design  and  layout  of  new  shops  4# 

Structural  defects  3. 

Defect ive/lnadequate  sink  drainage, 

hot  water  and  washing  facilities  1. 


Sampl ings 

Ho  formal  samples  wore  taken  under  Section  91  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955)  hut  a  number  of  informal  samples  have  boon  submitted  at  the 
request  of  members  of  the  public.  In  no  case  has  adulteration  or  unfitness 
been  confirmed.  The  Sampling  Officer  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  (Essex 
County  Council)  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  Table  showing  results  of 
formal  sampling  in  the  Witham  district  during  1961. 
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Commodity. 

Taken  in  Wit ham 
Urban  District. 

Taken  outside  Urban 
,  District  on  Premises 
of  Wholesalers  who 
supply  Shops  within 
Wit ham  Urban  Distric 

Butter 

3 

2 

Buttered  Sweets 

- 

6 

Coffee 

2 

— 

Cream  Soup ‘ 

2 

- 

Cooked  Meat 

— 

6 

Dried  Fruit 

6 

— 

Evaporated  Milk 

2 

— 

Fish  Paste 

2 

~ 

Gelatine 

2 

— 

Ground  Almond 

1 

— 

Herb 

— 

1 

Ice-Cream 

1 

— 

Jelly 

1 

— 

Lard 

3 

— 

Lemon  Curd 

1 

— 

Margarine 

1 

2 

Meat  Paste 

1 

— 

Mustard 

1 

1 

Mincemeat 

1 

— 

Marzipan 

1 

— 

Preserves 

7 

2 

Puddings 

2 

- 

Self-Raising  Flour 

2 

— 

Soft  Drink 

4 

5 

Suet 

1 

— 

Sausage 

1* 

4 

Soup 

1 

~ 

Sugar 

2 

— 

Syrup 

1 

- 

Sugar  Confectionery 

— 

3 

Tomato  Ketchup 

1 

— 

Tea 

2 

1 

Vinegar 

1 

2 

Wines 

2 

— 

Totals 

58 

35 

*  Pork  Sausages  9 1°  deficient  in  moat  content.  Letter  of  caution  sent. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  -  MILK  SAMPLES. 


Taken  in  Witham  Urban  District  -  January  to  December  1961. 

Number  of  Samples  takons  103  (including  ono  school  milk). 

Number  of  Samples  satisfactory 8  101 
Number  of  Samples  unsatisfactory 8  2* 

*  Sample  No.  B7 3 36 WAR  -  9%  deficient  in  fat,  traces  of  added  water. 

Sample  No.  B7839WAR  -  2 $  added  water. 

Caution  issued. 

Condemnation  of  Food  (other  than  Moat). 

Long  standing  contact  with  the  local  food  establishments  has 
resulted  in  regular  notification  to  the  Public  Health  Department  of  all 
unfit  and  suspected  foods,  A  considerable  quantity  is  voluntarily 
surrendered  for  condemnation  in  this  manner.  No  unfit  food  was  found 
during  routine  inspections.  The  Department  takes  possession  of  all  food 
surrendered  and  arranges  for  its  disposal  at  the  refuse  tip.  1  cwt. 

2  qtrs.  17  lbs.  of  various  foods  were  dealt  with  in  this  way  during  1961# 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

The  Witham  (No.  1  Site)  West  consisting  of  a  deposit  gauge 
and  a  lead  peroxide  instrument  were  takon  out  of  use  during  1961.  The 
other  two  sites  at  Witham  and  Rivenhall  remained  in  use  and  daily  readings 
were  recorded. 

Several  cases  of  smoke  emission  from  local  furnace  stacks 
were  dealt  with  during  the  year  and  in  each  case  there  has  been  a 
noticeable  improvement  as  a  result  of  representations  and  advice  from 
this  Department, 

Complaints  wore  received  of  dust  emission  from  a  local 
factory  producing  animal  feeding  stuffs . and  after  representations  to  the 
management  by  the  Department  the  nuisance  was  abated.  Complaints  of 
acid  and  fumes  emission  from  another  factory  wore  resolved  when  the 
management  concerned  transferred  the  offending  processing  to  another 
factory  away  from  the  residential  area  of  the  town. 

No  Smoke  Control  Areas  wore  declared  during  the  year. 

STAFF. 

In  March,  1961,  Mr.  M.G.  Blizzard,  the  Junior  Clorical 
Assistant,  returned  to  duty  after  having  completed  his  two  years  of 
National  Service.  Mrs.  B.E.  Franklin,  who  had  boon  employed  as  part- 
time  shorthand-typist  during  his  absence  loft  the  Council’s  employment 
in  June. 


The  labour  establishment  of  the  Department  remained  unaltered 
during  the  year  and  continued  to  bo  subject  to  a  number  of  changes  in 
personnel,  with  resulting  disturbance  of  routine.  To  cope  with  the 
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steady  increase  in  house  refuse  collection  a  change  was  made  in  the 
administration  of  the  refuse  disposal  service.  From  September  1961,  this 
was  placed  in  the  charge  of  Mr.  T,C.  Thorpe,  Sewage  Works  Manager,  The 
men  continued  to  maintain  these  essential  but  unattractive  services  most 
efficiently  and  credit  is  due  to  them,  especially  to  Mr.  T.C.  Thorpe  and 
Mr.  T.J.  Eazey  the  Refuse  Foreman, 

Details  of  the  Department's  staff  at  31/12/1961  wores- 

Offioog  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Meat  and  Foods  Inspector. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector,  Meat  and  Foods  Inspector. 
Senior  Clerical  Assistant, 

Junior  Clerical  Assistant. 

Cleansing g 

1  Foreman. 

2  Refuse  Loader s/Char gehands. 

2  Driver/Loaders. 

4  Refuse  Loaders. 

1  Labourer  (Part-time). 

Sewage  Disposals 

1  Works'  Manager, 

1  Charge-hand. 

1  Fi 1 1  e r- At  t  enda nt . 

4  Sewage  Disposal  Labourers. 

1  Cesspool/Gulley  Emptier  Driver. 

1  Cesspool/Gulley  Emptier  Attendant /Relief  Driver. 

Others  1  Disinfector/Rodent  Operative  (Part-time). 

The  average  ago  of  the  permanent  outside  staff  is  44  years. 
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